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President’s Message
By Susan Cartmill, NATP- TX President

Howdy Fellow
Tax
Professionals!
I don’t know
about your
practice, but this
year was
certainly an epic
year for me! So many different issues
than in the past that made me thankful
that I had participated in increasing my
tax knowledge via educational events,
both at the National level as well as the
State level. It is always nice too, to be
able to contact fellow practitioners
when something doesn’t seem quite
right! But how do I know who fellow
practitioners are you may ask….The easy
answer is for you to participate in our
State education events! Come…get to
know those of us who are there! We
want to know you!
Another way to get to know us is by
attending the National conference. This
year it is being held in New Orleans and
we will be hosting a “Meet and Greet”

Sunday evening (details can be found in
this newsletter!). Come meet fellow
Texas attendees before the awesome
educational events start on Monday! I
like being able to attend a session and
sitting by a fellow Texan so that we can
share experiences…of course not talking
while the instructor is talking! Be sure to
read the article from Brett Rosser for
more conference information!

EVERY TAX PERSONS NIGHTMARE
An article about your worst fear as a tax preparer
coming true with today’s technology.
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Finally, don’t forget that we do have a
scholarship available! Any family
member of a TX NATP member may
apply and they do not have to be
pursuing a degree in accounting or tax.
Our current scholarship winner is
pursuing a degree in the arts! So be sure
to see the article from our Scholarship
committee regarding how to apply!
Hope to see and meet many of you in
New Orleans!

Where do you hang your shingle?
An article regarding the different types of office spaces
and what some advantages and disadvantages to those
types are.
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National News
by Brett Rosser, EA, NATP- National Board of Directors

“I did then what I knew how to do.
Now that I know better, I do
better.”
― Maya Angelou
As Tax Professionals we
should value our continued education
and always strive to do better. With
that thought in mind, I hope you are
considering the following exceptional
education events hosted by NATP
and TX NATP this year. Your Texas
NATP Board of Directors would like
to meet you in New Orleans, LA for
the NATP Annual Conference and
Expo. There are up to 28 hours of
CPE credit available for attendees.
Conference events will take place
from July 20th thru the 23rd. The TX
Board of Directors will host a meet
and greet at the beginning of the
event so you can meet your fellow
Texans. If the formality of National
Conference is not your thing, then
meet the TX Board in Las Vegas in
August or Philadelphia in September.

These two events are more business
casual and operate similar to an IRS
Tax Forum, except with better
education and networking. The last
event currently scheduled for this
year is the Texas NATP Annual
Meeting which will be held in FT.
Worth, Texas, November 15th - 18th in
conjunction with the NATP 1040
classes. Sunday evening, the 15th, we
will meet for an informal social
meeting. Monday evening, the 16th,
we will have a networking event.
Tuesday evening the TX NATP
Annual Banquet and Meeting will

happen, and then on Wednesday the
18th TX NATP will have educational
classes (still pending approval so I
can’t let you in on the good stuff yet).
So pack your bags and pick your
educational preference and let’s meet
up and share some stories. For more
information on National events go to
www.natptax.com. Once the Texas
event is finalized, it will be
publicized thru the web site and your
weekly emails.

Till we meet again, Brett.

**DON’T FORGET**
All Texas Chapter Attendees
to the National Conference
in New Orleans are invited
to our Annual Meet and
Greet, Sunday July 19th at
6:00 pm, at the Drago’s
Restaurant, Inside the
Conference Hotel.

This year we will enjoy
appetizers, tea, and coffee
as we fellowship.

Please Check the State
Board at the registration
desk for exact details.
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FAST FACTS

6.49%
According to the University of Texas at Austin,
McCombs School of Business, 2014 Majors were broken
down into the following, 45.44% Finance, 19.68%
Management Information Systems, 14.81% Marketing,
9.74% Engineering/Technology, 6.49% Accounting,
2.03% Management, .81% International Business.

$52,900
According to Accounting Web, Students graduating in
2015 with a bachelor’s degree in accounting can expect
an average starting salary of $52,900, which is down 0.8
percent from $53,300 in 2013.
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EDUCATIONAL NEWS
By: Melissa Lewis, Vice President & Education Chair

Hello Fellow Texans.
I would like to report on my recent trip to Appleton, Wisconsin where I had
the privilege of attending NATP's 1st Summit Meeting on May 5th. After extensive
"prep work" that was required by all of the chapter representatives, we met with the
National Board of Directors and a select group of NATP employees. For those of us
who arrived early enough, there was an informal meet & greet on Monday evening for
a few hours of visiting to catch up with old friends and start many new friendships
with fellow colleagues. The morning of the 5th, started with a wonderful assortment of
bagels, pastries, cereal, juice, milk & of course for some of us the most needed coffee.
After a quick mind jolting activity to get us all started, we began our day of
brainstorming and problem solving.
The activities included a trip to the National office and a quick tour of the
facility. Here is where we analyzed the future of the tax profession and how we can
better serve the incoming professionals in our field as well as the tax industry itself.
We narrowed down the topics that we thought were the most important to address first
and then we were headed back to the hotel for a wonderful lunch of hamburgers and
bratwursts out on the patio.
After lunch, is where the hard work really began. From the six topics we had
selected, the chapter representatives, the national board members and the staff
members, collectively analyzed the existing problems and brainstormed for possible
solutions for the next 5 hours. Yes, we were all very exhausted, but I do feel that many
positive solutions were found and I look forward to many exciting things coming in the
future of NATP. A more in-depth report will be available on the website soon.

Yes it did! You know that worst fear that you have as a tax preparer that something will go wrong during tax
season. Right in the middle of tax season a major thunderstorm hit one of our East Texas Towns and the power went out
on a Thursday afternoon. Our Texas Chapter member went on home in the rain. They returned Friday and the power was
again off all day. On Saturday morning her sweet husband went down and rented a generator and went to her office
building and got the power on for her laptop.
She was able to work for a while before the actual electricity finally came back on. She really did not know at
this point that anything was wrong as she was able to get into her Drake program files. With the electricity back on, our
member went to print something and realized something was wrong with her $1,000 printer. It was not working. Neither
was the monitor or the keyboard on her MAC Computer and soon to discover the copier was also gone.
After having a total emotional meltdown, our member discovered the computer had a USB Port problem and it
could not talk to any other machine, but could use the internet. She visited with Drake and sent those encrypted tax
returns to them and they in turn sent back encrypted info to another machine that she could back up the returns onto a
memory stick. The Office Manager in the building where she leases allowed her to come to their office and print off the
tax returns for the clients and make copies.
The HP4250 is getting new parts as it was a very new machine. The MAC probably will need a new mother
board to make the UBS port workable again. And it’s time to go shopping for a new copy machine. The member also
said that she had a really good reliable surge protector that was not so reliable!
Not only did her equipment receive damage, the air conditioning system went down in the building and it truly
was “the time you would love to forget”. Our member had no insurance and no back-up of her computer. Her advice
“check into insurance” and get a “cloud”!!!!
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OPTIONS

Where do you hang your Shingle?
by Connie Staton – TX Director

Many members of the
NATP work in all different types
of settings. I thought it would be
interesting to look at four specific
types, of common locations for
businesses. A business park, a
stand-alone building, building
complex, and a home office.
John Romero, Secretary of
NATP, has owned and operated
Romero Consulting in El Paso, TX
for the past 9 years in a business
park setting. It is close to a major
highway, therefore easily
accessible to clients, of which
most are walk-ins. It’s extremely
spacious with lots of room to
grow, however because it is
extremely close to other
businesses, including restaurants,
there is limited parking, which can
become a problem with clients.
Carmen Garza, Director of
the Texas chapter, owns Best Way
Tax Service in Victoria, TX. He
has rented a stand-alone building
for 16 years and absolutely loves it
and wouldn’t change his location
at all. It is extremely visible from
the street, especially when signs
are out, thus giving him lots of
walk-ins. People walk in looking
for a notary, and come back for
tax preparations. This creates an
issue at times because he
sometimes has more clients than
staff to handle the work load.
Connie Staton- Director of
Texas chapter, owns Staton
Professional Services. I have been
in a 6-story building complex for 7
years. My office is easily
accessible as I am on the first floor
right inside the door, but walk-ins
are rare since I am inside a

building with no signs outside. I
love being in a place with no
maintenance and the ability to
have a staff in the office.
However, I am at the mercy of a
fluctuating rent because I do not
own my office space, therefore I
have changed locations several
times over the years. One day I
will change to a home office.
Karen Coombes, past
president of Texas NATP, owns
Karen Coombes, EA in Austin,
TX. She loves having her office in
home. “I don’t have to get up, get
dressed and put makeup on every
day. I schedule my clients to fit
my schedule and normally only
have them in once a week.” A
home office makes errands easier
to run and can pick up the work
later at night or on the weekends.
This is also a disadvantage
because you never really leave the
office. “I had to learn and am still
learning discipline when it comes
to answering the phone and
scheduling hours. Unless its office
hours I have to ignore my phone
or I would work 24/7. But most of
all there is hardly any overhead!”
However, she is not able to have
any employees in her practice
because there is no room to do so.
There you have it, there is
an office space for everyone!
Advantages and disadvantages to
each location. So depending on
how big your practice is, or what
your preferences are, will
determine where you decide to
hang your shingle.

BUSINESS PARK

STAND ALONE BUILDING

BUILDING COMPLEX

HOME OFFICE

TEXAS TAXING TIMES

|

5

REGIONAL PRACTITIONER MEETINGS
**SAVE THE DATE**
STATE
NEW MEXICO

TEXAS

DATE

CITY

JULY 21

FARMINGTON

JULY 23

SANTA FE

JULY 23

PRAIRIE VIEW

JULY 30

EL PASO

AUGUST 13

LUBBOCK

AUGUST 18

CORPUS CHRISTI

AUGUST 20

EDINBURG

AUGUST 20

HUNTSVILLE

**The Texas Chapter of NATP will not be participating as a sponsor, or providing teachers for these RPM events this year.
However, if a meeting is close to you, we encourage your attendance as they are always informative.**

Now is the time to start getting those applications in for
the scholarship award. Your applications must be received by
July 15th as outlined in the scholarship application. The
application can be found on the web at
http://www.natptax.com/Chapters/Pages/TexasChapter.aspx
Once you are on that page, click on the Education tab
and then click the scholarship application link. Reminder - the
application MUST be received by July 15th and must be MAILED
to: Carmen Garza at 1001 E. Rio Grande St, Victoria, TX 77901.
If you EMAIL it, it must be emailed to Carmen at
best6481@sbcglobal.net
Regardless of which method used, it must be received by
July 15th. The scholarship is open to any child or grandchild of a
Texas NATP member in good standing. A Texas NATP member
in good standing may also apply for the college scholarship!
Questions? Call Carmen at 361-578-6481.
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2014-2015 NATP TEXAS BOARD OF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Susan Cartmill, CPA
2213 Cypress Court
Flower Mound, TX 75028
sjc.acct@verizon.net
Office: 972-221-6431
Fax: 972-221-6006
Term expires 2017

VICE-PRESIDENT
Melissa Lewis, E.A.
1301 Holliday St.
Wichita Falls, TX 76301
melissarlewis@sbcglobal.net
Office: 970-767-5234
Fax: 970-767-7791
Term expires 2016

SECRETARY
John Romero
1121 Larry Mahan Dr., Ste A
El Paso, TX 79925
johnromero911@msn.com
Office: 915-778-5500
Fax: 915-778-5525
Term expires 2017

TREASURER
Greg Yokell, ATP, E.A
3462 Ella Blvd
Houston, TX 77018
greg@ertaxservice.com
Office: 713-957-4984
Fax: 832-550-0900
Term expires 2015

DIRECTORS

Kathy Braden, RTRP
1509 E. Denman
Lufkin, TX 75901
KathyS@consolidated.net
Office: 936-639-2004
Fax: 936-639-2021
Term expires 2015

Brett Rosser, E.A.
16305 Country Rd.
Canyon, TX 79015
jrx@hughes.net
Office: 936-676-8903
Fax: 916-459-3737
Term expires 2015

Gary Brown, CMA, CPA, CITP, PFS
5353 Williams Drive, #200
Georgetown, TX 78633
gbrown@4works.com
Office: 512-930-3003
Fax: 512-864-2515
Term expires 2016

Jackie Sanders
9475 Riggs Street
Beaumont, TX 77707
jackiesanders1@aol.com
Office: 409-498-0876
Fax: 337-738-2265
Term expires 2017

Carmen Garza
1001 E. Rio Grande
Victoria, TX 77901
Best6481@sbcglobal.net
Office: 361-578-6481
Fax: 361-578-6561
Term expires 2016

Connie Staton
PO Box 10215
Midland, TX 79702
sps55@sbcglobal.net
Office: 432-686-7638
Fax: 432-686-7438
Term expires 2015

Debbie Holladay
310 University Dr. East
College Station, TX 77840
debbie@holladayassociates.com
Office: 979-704-6264
Fax: 979-704-6265
Term expires 2016

