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August 2015
Greetings From the President,
What an amazing time we had at the “Jazzed in New Orleans” NATP National Conference in July!
With approximately 950 attendees it was a week to remember. During the 4 day event, NATP
members raised over $38,000 for the New Orleans non-profit organization, Café Reconcile. Over
$38,000 in FOUR days! That is simply amazing to me. It was an honor to be part of such a
remarkable week. If you were not able to attend, you missed an awesome event.
The week began on Sunday with leadership training to help the board members, along with other
chapter representatives, learn more on ways to improve our chapter. These Sunday pre-conference
classes are always so informative and as a new president, I am eager to learn more on how to improve our local chapter.
Serving as host chapter, a table was set up for us next to registration. The volunteers from the LA
Chapter did an amazing job representing our state. There were plenty of beads, candy and various
games for everyone! If I had a penny for everyone who commented on what a great job the LA
Chapter volunteers were doing – well, I’d have A LOT of pennies! I’ve never been more proud to
be a part of something than I was that week. My sincere “THANKS” to everyone who helped make
the week a huge success.
As always the education and speakers were 2nd to none. Instructors such as Melinda Garvin,
Kathryn Keane, Jay Tritz, LG Brooks and Larry Gray, to name a few, are always able to hold my
attention and I continue to learn new things each year. In addition to the top quality education, the
week is also full of fun events!
A quick rundown includes - Monday, over 32 LA Chapter members joined together for a private
luncheon at Ernst Café followed by the Charity Auction that evening. Tuesday evening was full of
laughter and fun for all as the Chapter Showcase filled the conference hall. This event allows each
chapter the opportunity to “showcase” their state – of course your chapter was in full costume to
represent both New Orleans and Cajun Mardi Gras!

Albert Jones
LaPlace, LA
carlton-49@hotmail.com

Wednesday evening over 400 attendees and their families joined us aboard the Steamboat Natchez
as we rode along the mighty Mississippi River. I was a bit concerned as it began to rain just a
couple hours before everyone was to walk from the Hilton Riverside to the boarding center. It
turned out to be a wonderful, relaxing “dry” evening!

Kerry Papa
Thibodaux, LA
kpapa@att.net

Finishing off the week was the Banquet. This is my 5 th year attending the National Conference and
the entertainment was top notch! It was a true eye opener watching The Pickpocket King stun us all
as he easily removed neck ties, belts, suspenders, watches and cell phones from people without
them realizing what was happening.

Harry Picou III
Houma, LA
hojo1950@hotmail.com
David Soniat
Metairie, LA
taxprep@exactaxllc.com

Next year the NATP National Conference will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, which was voted the
#1 Convention City by USAToday. I hope you will consider joining us for the National Conference
in 2016! Until then. I hope to see you at our LA Fall Training on September 29 th & 30th at the
Chateau LeMoyne Holiday Inn with Melinda Garvin! For more information visit
www.lanatptax.com.
Sincerely,
Kelly Donaldson, President, LA NATP
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Photos from the National Conference in NOLA

Are you interested in becoming a LA NATP Chapter Board Member or volunteering on a Chapter Committee?
This year, there will be several Board Member positions to be elected at our annual meeting on September 30th.
Board members are required to attend (either in person or by conference call) four meetings each year. Meetings usually last
about two hours and are normally held in May, July, September and December.
If you prefer, please consider volunteering for one of the Chapter’s committees. Several chapter members volunteered to help
make the 2015 National Conference a huge success in New Orleans. Let’s keep the momentum going and join us to help
shape the future of the LA NATP chapter.
For information, please feel free to contact any of the current board members listed on Page 1 of this newsletter.
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2015 Calendar of Events-Board of Directors and General Membership Meetings
LA NATP Chapter Board Meeting
Wednesday, August 26, 2015
10:00am Conference Call*
LA NATP Chapter General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, September 29, 2015 4:35pm
LA NATP Chapter Board Meeting
Wednesday, September 30,2015
Lunch Meeting
LA NATP Chapter Board Meeting
Wednesday, December 9, 2015
10:00am Conference Call*
*If you are interested in attending the chapter board meetings (via conference call), please contact any board
member for instructions on how to join the call.
LA NATP Chapter Fall Training
Tuesday, September 29th, 2015 &
Wednesday, September 30th, 2015
Chateau Lemoyne/Holiday Inn French Quarter
301 Dauphine Street
New Orleans, LA
NATP Essential 1040 Workshop
Monday, November 30th, 2015
Hilton Garden Inn, Lafayette

NATP Beyond the 1040 Workshop
Tuesday, December 1st, 2015
Hilton Garden Inn, Lafayette

NATP Essential 1040 Workshop
Wednesday, December 2nd, 2015
Airport Hilton, Kenner, LA

NATP Beyond the 1040 Workshop
Thursday, December 3rd, 2015
Airport Hilton, Kenner, LA

Check the NATP website to register:
http://www.natptax.com/EventsAndEducation/liveworkshops/Pages/default.aspx

We would like to welcome our new members! We look
forward to meeting each of you at the upcoming events!
Teresa Brooks-Lynch, Monroe
Olive Druin, LaPlace
John William Hartmann, Baton Rouge
Marjorie Keys-Pitre, Lake Charles
Teresa Latiolais, New Iberia
Chandra Miller, New Orleans
Kenneth Phillips, Covington
Patricia King Smith, Pearl River
Cynthia Walls, Hammond
Virginia White, Benton

Byron Clark, Marrero
James Ducote, Metairie
Tamika Johnson, Shreveport
Carmita Latiolais, New Iberia
James Mcgraw, Baton Rouge
John Nolan, New Orleans
Vickie Roberson, Acadia
James Thibodeaux, Baton Rouge
Samera Welch, Baton Rouge
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TOPICS
Married Same-Sex Taxpayers
On July 2, 2015, Revenue Information Bulletin No. 13-024 dated September 13, 2013 was repealed.
Married same-sex couples may file Louisiana tax returns utilizing the married filing jointly status subject to
other applicable laws, regulations and policies such as R.S. 47:294 which requires that taxpayers use the
same filing status and claim the same exemptions on their federal and state tax returns.
Married same-sex taxpayers may amend prior state returns in accordance with other applicable laws, regulations and policies.
Louisiana taxpayers may amend a state return within three years of the filing deadline for the original tax return or one year from
the time when the tax was paid, whichever is later. No refund or credit for an overpayment will be made unless a claim for credit
or refund has been filed with the secretary by the taxpayer claiming the credit or refund before the expiration of the three year or
one-year period.

Several Louisiana Tax Changes Enacted
H.B. 402 limits the individual income tax credit for taxes paid to other states to situations where the other state provides a similar
credit for Louisiana income taxes paid. The credit is limited to the amount of Louisiana income tax that would have been imposed
if the income earned in the other state had been earned in Louisiana. Also, the credit is not allowed for income taxes paid to a state
that allows a “non-resident” credit against the income taxes imposed by that state for taxes paid or payable to the state of residence.
These changes are effective for a claim for a tax credit made on a return filed on or after July 1, 2015, regardless of the taxable
year. This does not included amended returns filed on or after July 1, 2015.
H.B. 779 limits solar energy systems tax credits to $10,000 for 2016 and 2017 and $5,000 for 2018 on a system installed after June
30, 2015. The refunds will be granted on a “first come, first serve” basis and are capped at an amount of $10 million annually
through July 1, 2016 and further reduced in later years.
H.B. 829 limits the aggregate amount of motion picture credits that can be claimed or redeemed to the state to $180 million
annually for periods through June 30, 2018.
H.B 218 eliminates the three year NOL carryback in favor of increasing the NOL carryforward from 15 to 20 years. This change
applies to estates and trusts as well as corporations. For estates and trusts, this change is effective for NOLs incurred for any tax
year beginning on or after January 1, 2000.
For corporate NOLs, the change is effective for all claims for this deduction on any return filed on or after July 1, 2015 regardless
of the taxable year.
For more information on these changes, you can review the Legislative Summary on the Louisiana Department of Revenue
website.
http://revenue.louisiana.gov/Publications/lsls(2015).pdf

Tax Update Seminars for Tax Professional
The Louisiana Department of Revenue will be holding their annual tax update sessions in October. The exact dates have not yet
been announced, but should be posted shortly.
Be sure to visit the LDR website for more information:

http://revenue.louisiana.gov/TaxProfessionals
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Tithing and The IRS Requirements
By Michael Sean Reed EA and Carol A. Pettit, EA

Most churches are aware of the need to provide a "giving statement" to each member who made a contribution to the
church during the previous year. These statements show the annual dollar amounts given by the members. What many
taxpayers don't know is that there are now specific words that must be included in that statement for it to be accepted
by the IRS and that the letter must be provided before the taxpaye files a tax return for the year in which the
contribution was made.
The IRS disallowed a church contribution made by checks throughout the year by David and Veronda Durden. The
Durdens filed a petition with the U.S. Tax Court, T.C. Memo 2012-140, which upheld a disallowance of less than
$23,000 of the Durdens church contribution because of the lack of a timely (in IRS speak: "contemporaneous")
statement from their church.
As with many members of churches, the Durdens made their contribution by check, with the majority of their checks
being in excess of $250. They claimed $25,171 in tithes (which included amounts from some checks that were less
than $250) and deducted that amount on Schedule A of their 2007 joint return. During an audit, the IRS disallowed the
deduction, even though the Durdens provided substantiation of the tithes, including canceled checks and a "giving
statement" dated January 10, 2008, from their church acknowledging $22,517 in tithes for the 2007 tax year. The IRS
still did not accept the "giving statement" because the acknowledgement lacked a statement required by the Internal
Revenue Code.
To be accepted by the IRS as substantiation of a charitable contribution, any contribution of $250 or more (for which
no goods or services were provided) must include, in addition to the amount and date of the contribution, one of two
statements:
“No goods or services were provided in exchange for your contributions, or No goods or services were
provided in exchange for your contributions other than intangible religious benefits.”
The Durdens acquired a second statement from their church dated June 21, 2009 with the same information, plus the
statement “no goods or services were received in exchange for this gift.” However, the IRS rejected this second letter
as well because it was not "contemporaneous." Specifically, section 170(f)(8)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code
provides: “No deduction shall be allowed under subsection (a) for any contribution of $250 or more unless the taxpayer
substantiates the contribution by a contemporaneous written acknowledgment of the contribution by the donee
organization that meets the requirements of subparagraph (B).” In this instance, contemporaneous means “in the
hand of the taxpayer by the due date of the tax return, including extensions, or, if earlier, the date the taxpayer
filed the return."
Bear in mind that the IRS is not telling churches what they have to do. Instead, the burden is on taxpayers to make sure
their substantiation for all of their charitable deductions is compliant with the law. To protect your clients from having
their contributions denied by the IRS, be sure that their “giving statements” are acquired in a timely manner and that
the statements include not only the amount and date of the contribution, but also one of the two required statements
indicating that no goods or services were received.
If you have any questions about this article, email Michael at Reedstaxservice@aol.com

LA NATP Chapter on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/lanatptax
Chapter Website: www.lanatptax.com
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Louisiana Chapter NATP Fall Education Seminar
and Annual Meeting
September 29th & 30th
Chateau LeMoyne (Holiday Inn) Rate $149
301 Dauphine St, New Orleans, LA 70112
(504) 581-1303
Registration Fee $290 for members and $310 for Non Members
AGENDA – DAY 1 of 2
September 29th
7:30 am - 8:00 am Registration – Pastries & Coffee provided
8:00 am - 8:10 am Welcome by Chapter President Kelly Donaldson
8:10 am - 9:50 am S Corp Intermediate 2 CPE - Melinda Garvin, EA
9:50 am - 10:05 am Morning Break
10:05 am - 11:45 am Double Trouble of the 1120S K1 & Basis 2 CPE - Melinda Garvin, EA
11:45 am - 12:45 pm Lunch
12:45 pm - 2:25 pm Strict Substantiation Rules 2 CPE - Melinda Garvin, EA
2:25 pm – 2:40 pm Afternoon Break
2:40 pm – 3:30 pm Form 1099K – Don’t let it bite you 1 CPE - Melinda Garvin, EA
3:35 pm – 4:25 pm HSA’s 1 CPE - Harry Picou, EA
4:25 pm – 4:35 pm Door Prize Drawings – Must be present to win
4:35 pm – 5:45 pm Annual Meeting w/Board of Director Elections
Total of 8 CPE
AGENDA – DAY 2 of 2
September 30th
7:30 am - 8:00 am Pastries & Coffee provided
8:00 am - 9:40 am Selling That Business by Installment Sale – A Case Study 2 CPE - Melinda Garvin, EA
9:40 am – 9:55am Morning Break
9:55 am - 11:35 am Passive Losses 2 CPE - Melinda Garvin, EA
11:35 am - 12:35 pm Lunch – Board of Directors Meeting
12:35 pm - 2:15 pm Retirement Plans for Small Businesses 2 CPE - Harry Picou. EA
2:15 pm – 2:30 pm Afternoon Break
2:30 pm – 4:30 pm LA Sales & Use Tax No CPE - Christian Weiler, Attorney & Board Certified Tax-Law Specialist
4:30 pm – 4:40 pm Door Prize Drawings – Must be present to win
Total of 6 CPE

How To Register:
Mail To:
NATP, PO Box 8002 Appleton, WI 54912-8002
Phone: 800.558.3402, Ext. 3 Fax: 800.747.0001
Online: http://www.natptax.com/Chapters/Pages/LouisianaChapterEducation.aspx
Cancellation Policy: To cancel your registration, you must notify NATP no later than September 8, 2015 to receive
a refund. Cancellation fee is $45.

