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I want to say a big Thank You to all of the Chapter Leaders for stepping
up their game for the Fall Conference. There were many obstacles
stacked against us, most importantly the loss of our President, Deb
Lewis. We had several emotional moments over the course of the
conference that allowed us to heal and pull together. I was very moved
by comments from Collette Taylor, our visiting NATP Board Member,
who had fought for the chance to visit our Chapter again this year, just so
she could spend time with Deb. Kathy Hallford was also able to express
her grief and friendship with Deb. Perhaps most touching were Award
presentations to Dot Atchison and Lorene Reed that were written by Deb
in her unique style. It was almost as if she were there with us.
We also had issues with the Embassy Suites, both in the conference room
and in many of your rooms. Some of these problems were just bad luck –
mechanical problems with their air conditioning required a part that had
to be totally replaced, but they couldn’t get it delivered on a Sunday.
Other problems that normally would be minor issues, seemed to build off
one another into a fever pitch. I can honestly say that I am impressed
with their Managers for taking the time to meet with us and hear our
complaints. They expressed true regret over everything and valued our
input. I believe our feedback will help them make changes, much like
your feedback on evaluations helps our Board. I believe if we were to use
Embassy Suites in the future, we would have a completely different
experience.
The bright side of the Conference was the Education! Our Alabama day
was unique and informative and was highlighted by Judge Bill
Thompson of Alabama’s Tax Tribunal. Blake Madison followed the
State Representatives with upcoming changes in Alabama, but with his
usual flair for commentary that tells us the story behind the story. I really
had fun watching Brian Winters of JMF Technologies. He brought a lot
of energy and excitement to the meeting as he expounded on the realities
of security threats in our tax world.

Paul Young
paul@afm_inc.com
205-987-870

In our Annual Meeting, I am proud to say that we have finally passed
Amendments to our By-Laws, updating them to our current needs. We
also installed 4 new Board Members this year! Congratulations to Johnny
Adams of Union Springs, Jeanette Boykin of Gilbertown, Brittany
Dionne of Enterprise, and Nelda Bunch of Saint Elmo. Your new officers

will be Kathy Hallford – President, Doug Crump – Vice President,
Deidree Jones – Secretary and Jeanette Boykin – Treasurer.
Congratulations also to Sheila Sutton, our Chapter Person of the Year
Award winner!
Doug Crump, Interim President

Saying “GoodBye”
Alabama Tax Tribunal Court Judge Bill
Thompson

At this October meeting, we came together for our annual meeting of
education and normal business. Yet, we had to say goodbye to a dear
friend and mentor in our own way. Deborah Lewis, our Alabama NATP
President, lost her fight to cancer just mere weeks before this meeting.
We were able to overcome sadness, emotion, and bond as the family
that we are. Ms. Deb will be greatly missed but not forgotten.
We also, said “goodbye” to two long term Board Members.

Alabama Department of Labor
Speakers, Charlotte Lackey and Jo
Doyal

Education Chair Kathy Hallford and
Blake Madison

Brian Winters

Our own Ms. Lorene Reed, Charter Board Member and Treasurer,
since the beginning of our Chapter in August 1994. Ms. Lorene has
decided to take some time off from the board and her duties as
our beloved Treasurer, but she has promised to continue to guide
and help us in any way we need her immeasurable knowledge.
She was honored at our meeting by the Alabama NATP Chapter
with a Plaque and a Special Thank You Message from Ms. Deb
Lewis. Ms. Deb had everything in order before her passing
including our Chapter’s written “thank you”. Ms. Lorene will be
greatly missed on our Board of Directors team.

Our National Representative
Colette Taylor and Doug Crump

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
As you all know, we raise funds at our
Spring Fling Conferences. We auction items
to the highest bidder and have a lot of fun
doing so. Our own Ms. Nelda will be our
auctioneer in May. These funds are for you,
the members, of AL NATP. Any Alabama
Chapter Member in good standing can apply
for a Scholarship for attendance to Enrolled
Agent Training or Testing or other college
endeavors in taxation. Also if you plan to
attend the 201 National Conference in
Indianapolis, IN you would be eligible for the
scholarship. An application must be
completed with proof of attendance with a
minimum of 8 hours of CPE). Up to ten (10)
individuals can win this $250 stipend for
attending National Conference.

Ms. Dorothy “Dot” Atchinson has also decided to take some
time and devote it to herself. She has been our National
NATP Liaison and on our own Alabama NATP Board since its
beginning. Ms. Dot has served our Chapter in the past as
President, Secretary and Treasurer, as well as Government
Liaison, Chapter Historian, Chapter of the Year Committee
Chair just to name a few positions. She also will be greatly
missed on our Board of Directors team, but she also has
promised to continue to guide and help us.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
We have created a Facebook® page to help keep our members up to date on current events and in the know
of what may be happening in our “Communities”. We would love to hear from you and know what is
happening in your community. If you already are a member of Facebook® then all you have to do is
navigate to the AL-NATP page and join the crowd! You can read current tax postings, ask questions and
provide answers. Please join us and let us know what is going on in your world:
https://www.facebook.com/alnatp/

Chapter Person of the Year!

Ms. Dorothy “Dot” Atchinson and Amanda Elrod
enjoying some network time during break.

Left: Shirley Bolt, 2013 COPY Winner; Middle:
Sheila Sutton, 2015 COPY Winner; and Right:
Deidree Jones, 2014 COPY Winner
Each year a member is chosen as Chapter Person
of the Year (CPOY). At the Fall Annual Business
meeting in October, Sheila Sutton was chosen as
our Alabama Chapter 2015 Chapter Person of the
Year! This award is chosen each year by past
winners and is awarded for the work and time a
person has devoted to the Chapter and its
furtherance and also for their charitable activities
not just to their Chapter but their community and
others. Sheila has been an NATP member since
2004 and has donated many hours to the Chapter;
not only helping at Conventions, but in the
printing and preparation of our meeting materials,
and in volunteering in every level for our Chapter
and in her community. Sheila has served for the
last two years as our Nomination Chairperson,
Newsletter Chair for the last year, and on the
Education Committee for the past four years. She
was also elected to the Alabama Board of
Directors two years ago. We appreciate your time
and dedication. Congratulations Sheila!

2016 Spring Fling is right around the
corner!!!
Mark your calendars now for May 2 – 4, 2016,
Mrs. Kathryn Keane, EA is returning. She is one
of the most attended instructors at NATP National
Conventions!!!!
Please don’t forget that Tuesday afternoon we will
be having our luncheon followed by our Stone
Lewis Scholarship Auction with our now famous
Mrs. Nelda Bunch auctioneering!!
Hotel Reservations can be made now at the
Hampton Inn & Suites – Orange Beach, AL. Just
as for Mrs. Brenda or Ms. Allison and mention AL
Tax Professionals! 1-251-923-4400, ext 7787
_____________________________________

GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS:
Some preparers may be asked to assist in
obtaining Form 4506-T. This Request for
Transcript of Tax Return is being required of
citizens requesting free garbage pickup. Hard to

understand why but out of a list of 8 choices this
would be number 7 (Verification of Nonfiling).
The form is available at irs.gov.
Governor Bentley has taken several stands
recently that seem contrary to prior ones. One
may affect gambling in Alabama, another
concerns expanding Medicaid eligibility, and
another is denying foreign refugees being brought
to AL (one of two states doing this at this time—
other is Wisconsin). Stay tuned…
Tomorrow I will be participating in Mid-South
Area IMRS Updates for Tax Pros Issue
Management Resolution (IMS) Third Tuesday
Call. IRS will be presenting this each month
through the Liaisons (Regina Malisham and (or)
Nora Huffman). These meetings will keep us
more informed in a more timely manner than the
twice a year meetings in Birmingham. Those will
still be taking place I understand but these
monthly 30 minute sessions will be brief and in
response to needs of the practitioners. I will pass
on information to you through email or/and in the
next newsletter. Should you have problems or
issues you want to have addressed please let me
know and I will pass it on to them (Dot at
abctax@earthlink.net).
Alabama Department of Revenue will have new
forms and/or new instructions for Tax Year 2015.
These should be ready immediately. The ADOR
website has a wealth of information. Check out the
quarterly news letter Revenue Review at the
ADOR web site. You’ll find it under News &
Stats.
Dorothy Atchinson, Alabama NATP Liaison

IRS Tax Professional PTIN
System
PTIN registration for the 2016 tax season is now open.
Step 1: Please renew your PTIN today.
Annual registration is mandatory. All PTINs expire on
Dec 31 and must be renewed annually.
All paid federal tax return preparers must obtain a
PTIN and renew it annually or penalties may apply.
The renewal fee has been reduced this year to $50.

Click the link below to renew your PTIN:
http://www.directory.com/renew-ptin.cfm

Step 2: Request your 2016 PTIN Certificate for Office
Display.
Purchase of this certificate is not mandatory and is
made available for framing and display in your office.
This year receive a free digital certificate for use in
emails and on your website when you order your
personalized, heavy paper stock, gold leaf paper
certificate.
Proudly display your 2016 certificate as a PTIN
registered tax professional.
Click the link below to view and request your 2016
certificate:
http://www.ptindirectory.com/membershipcertificates.cfm

A Word from our
Education Chair
Well Fall Conference had its ups and downs this
year. A few of the up’s being, Judge Bill
Thompson from the Alabama Tax Tribunal Court
coming, good representation from the State of
Alabama, Andrea Wyatt, Ronnie Harrison to
name a couple. Tuesday Brian Winters spoke on
Data Security and man o man if you missed
Brian Winters; you really missed a great class!
He was a super dynamic speaker with a wealth
of knowledge and he knew how to present it so
we wouldn’t forget the information for a long
time. I have already made some major changes
in my office to better protect the privacy of my
clients. Mrs. Nora Huffman from the IRS did a
great job as always with IRS updates and
changes.
Admittedly we had a few downs with problems at
the hotel. But in defense of the hotel, no hotel
can ever predict their entire cooling system is
going to go down on a weekend. They did their
best and had the cool air going again by Monday
afternoon and those attendees staying onsite
were given discounts.
We were able to enjoy some quality time with
Mrs.
Colette
Taylor,
NATP
National
Representative, eating and visiting with her and

other chapter members. We all had some sad
emotional times dealing with the loss of our
President, Deb Lewis. But we all pulled together
to comfort and encourage one another like the
family we have always been. I think she would
have been proud of the way everyone pulled
together. She will be greatly missed!

May God Richly bless each of you during the
Thanksgiving Holidays and Merry Christmas to
all!
Kathy R Hallford, EA; Education Chair

Looking ahead now… Mark your calendars for
2016 Spring Fling on the beautiful white sands of
Orange Beach, with Mrs. Kathryn Keane, EA
again! We also have in the works a possible
surprise speaker that will knock your socks off.
So be sure to watch your newsletters for updates
on 2016 Spring Fling.
Hotel reservations can be made now by calling
the Hampton Inn-Orange Beach direct at 251923-4400; let the staff know you’re with the AL
Chapter NATP or ask for Ms. Brenda or Ms.
Allison.
We hope to offer an “Early-Bird” registration
opportunity again next year, so be alert and don’t
miss out. We are working on finalizing the date
for 2016 Fall Education/Membership Meeting
and will update soon.
Speaking of registrations… all registrations will
be done through the National NATP website in
2016. You can register by snail mail with a
check payable to NATP or online with a debit or
credit card. All onsite registrations will be via
debit/credit card only.
I would like to say a big Thank You to each and
every one of you that have faithfully supported
me as your education chair and I hope I can
continue to help our chapter bring the best “in
person” education available in the State of
Alabama during my term as your Chapter
President. I am greatly honored and humbled to
be chosen for this position and promise to do
everything within my power to encourage and
help our Alabama Chapter grow and continue to
bring the best education opportunities to the
state of Alabama and help the tax professionals
gain the knowledge necessary to represent their
clients.

Ms. Lorene Reed and Jane Johnson
visiting during break

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
I don’t know which is most distressing to me:
losing my ring in Montgomery or explain how I
have it back. The ring holds my engagement
diamond and of course is very valuable to me.
First of all—I thank each and every person who
looked for it (even crawling around on the floor),
suggested where for me to look, or was concerned
enough to wish me well in finding it-even prayed
for me. Well, I was POSITIVE I HAD IT WHEN
I ARRIVED IN MONTGOMERY ON SUNDAY
AND UNTIL TUESDAY, MID-AFTERNOON.
As it happened, when I got home on Wednesday
the ring was on my dresser, right where I left it! I
apologize to you all and THANK YOU ALL!

Dot Atchison

Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Members Giving Back

Local Helena businesses collects 55 pounds of
Halloween candy for troops
Cahaba Dental Arts, Wolfe Orthodontics, and
Jones & Associates, LLC in Helena started a
“Halloween Candy Buy Back Program” to benefit
deployed soldiers through Operation Gratitude. A
large tent was set up in the parking lot on
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2015 from 3 to 6 pm where
candy could be dropped off by parents, children,
or those just looking to get rid of their left over
candy. Individuals who donated candy received a
$1 for every pound dropped off. All of the
donated candy was shipped overseas to deployed
American troops.
Operation Gratitude is a non-profit organization
that helps send more than 150,000 care packages
annually to veterans, wounded warriors, soldiers
and more. Also, $1 for every pound of candy
donated was sent to the Food Bank of Central
Alabama. The Food Bank of Central Alabama is a
non-profit organization that helps those in need
with food and household items.
These are both great and worthy causes. If you
are interested in donating to either, please click on
the following links:
https://www.operationgratitude.com/can-help/
http://www.feedingal.org/

Holiday Greetings
As we all gather with family and friends
this holiday season, let’s remember those
that there are less fortunate. Let’s keep
them in our thoughts and prayers
throughout this season of love and giving.
Let’s open our hearts and pray that all will
be blessed with peace of mind; prosperity
in the year to come; happiness that
multiplies; health for you and your
families; fun around every corner; energy
to chase your dreams; and joy to fill your
holidays.
Alabama NATP Board Members

Doug, Lorene, Deidree, Dot, Shirley, Gwen, Richard,
Malcolm, Kathy, Sheila, and Paul

This is our last newsletter for the year 2015. Please
keep us posted of any news and we will be glad to
include it in our first newsletter of 2016. Happy
Holidays from all of us and we look forward to hearing
from you and seeing you in 2016.
Sheila M Sutton, Newsletter Chariperson

